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Fears on new faster-spreading virus mutation hits global market

A new, variant form of the novel coronavirus that has been found in Britain, which up to 70% more

transmissible and led to a recent resurge has raised alarm in the U.K. and around the world.

Since then it spreads quickly over the past 4 weeks in the southeast England and gains bigger foothold
among other cities. Apart from the UK, the new mutated cases are being found in Denmark, Australia,
South Africa, Netherlands and other countries. In response, many nations started to suspend flight and
ban travel from the UK. Faced with this rapid development, the Prime Minister Johnson has moved to
enforce stricter lockdown measures over the Christmas period. Many Britons are now banned from mixing
households and all non-essential stores are closed until at least the end of December.

Despite there is no evidence that the variants could lead to a higher fatality rate or make a vaccine less
effective, higher transmission means more cases it is inevitable to cause more hospitalizations and
subsequent virus-related deaths.
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The number of new cases in the UK every day: The number went down significantly to 11,000 after
partial lockdown in November. But in the past two weeks it has jumped to 40,000. It is highly likely due
to the new virus mutation with faster transmission.
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Adding stress to the exponential growth in new cases in the UK, British pound tumbled 2.5% to as low as

$1.3188 on 21 December before recovering most of that in New York time.
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Virus worries weighed on sentiment with losses across the board. The London FTSE 100 index had
dropped by more than 1.7 % on 21 December. The Europe-wide STOXX 600 fell 2.3%. The German DAX
fell 2.8%, the French CAC slipped 2.4%.
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Fears on new variant virus let the European stock market under pressure as well, it has sharply dropped

nearly 4% on 21 December but recovering most of that.
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On 21 December, among sectors, travel groups particularly hard hit as wider lockdowns and the travel
bans, British Airways' owner IAG was down nearly 8% and Easylet sinking 7.2%. Aircraft engine producer
Rolls Royce also falling more than 3%. The situation also threatened oil market, Brent crude was down
from $52 a barrel, the highest since Mar to as low as $49.2.

The virus variant will further hit the global economy. The variants are gradually being found in many
countries. As it is more transmissible somehow increased the speed of spreading all over the world, thus
many countries may need to further enforce their restrictions or lockdown, which cannot resume to

normal economic activities and resulted in a greater and longer period of disruption to the global
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economy.

Source: Financial Times, BBC, Bloomberg, Reuters, SeekingAlpha, MarketWatch
Important Note & Disclaimer:

@ The document is property of Asset Management Group. All information in this document is strictly for information
purposes only and should not be considered as an invitation, an offer, or solicitation, to invest or a recommendation
to buy or sell any particular security or to adopt any investment strategy mentioned herein. Asset Management
Group Limited endeavors to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information provided but do not guarantee its
accuracy or reliability and accept no liability for any loss or damage arising from any inaccuracies or omission. Some of
the information in this document may contain projections or other forward looking statements regarding future
events or future financial performance of countries, markets or companies. These statements are only predictions
and actual events or results may differ materially. Any opinion or estimate contained in this document is made on a
general basis and is not to be relied on by the reader as advice. Asset Management Group reserves the right to make
changes and corrections to its opinions expressed in this document at any time, without notice to the recipients of this
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and this document is not to be reproduced, copied, and made available to others. Investment involves risks. The
value of any investment and the income from it can rise as well as fall as a result of different market risks, such as
currency and market fluctuations. Past performance figures shown are not indicative of future performance. The
recipients of this document should seek for professional advice if they are in any doubt about any of the information

contained herein. This material has not been reviewed or approved by the Securities and Futures Commission.

For any comments, please send email to us at info@asset-mg.com.
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